
Today is the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph: The Holy Family is 

seen as the model for the human family, the religious community, and the Church itself. 

The celebration of the Incarnation has brought us to see God’s closeness. In the Holy 

Family we see the ordinariness of the life of Jesus, the simple acceptance by Mary and 

Joseph of the marvels of God. In the daily life of family and community we can touch the 

divine, we can come close to God. But we have to learn to live centred on God, with re-

spect and love for each other. 
 

Mass Times: Mon 28th Dec-Sat 2nd Jan 2016. 

                      St Fursey’s: 9am. 

                      St Oliver Plunkett: 10am. 
 

To celebrate the New Year 2016: A Prayer Service will be celebrated in St Fursey’s 

Church on Thurs 31st Dec at 7pm. 
 

The Sick and Housebound: will be visited in their homes on the week commencing Mon 

4th Jan 2016. 
 
 

 

Year of Mercy Dec 2015-Nov 2016:  In his Pastoral Letter Archbishop Eamon extends a 

two-fold invitation to all of our families: firstly, to come on pilgrimage to the Holy Doors 

at Armagh and Drogheda, and secondly, to enter fully with your families and parishes 

into the spirit of the Jubilee Year. Pope Francis has described the Holy Year of Mercy as 

an ‘extraordinary moment of grace and spiritual renewal’. All who enter through the 

Holy Doors in our diocese will experience, in a profound way, the love of God who con-

soles, pardons and instils hope. 

The Themes of the Pastoral Letter are: 

1. Enter through the Holy Door and do the ‘Walk of Mercy’. 

2. Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

3. Undertake the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. 

4. Accompany others with the Mercy of God. 

5. Celebrating the Year of Mercy. 

6. Recite the ‘Jesus Prayer’. 

(Copies of Pastoral Letter available at entrance to the Church) 
 

 

St Oliver Plunkett Church: The proposed renovations to St Oliver Plunkett 

Church, Blackrock are to commence on 4th Jan 2016 at a cost of €409,000. 

To date €270,000. has been raised from donations and bequests. Therefore 

a balance of €140,000. has  to be raised.  
 

An appeal for donations is now being launched with a target figure of 

€90,000. 
 

Anyone wishing to make a donation can do so through the Parish Finance  

Management Committee, c/o Parochial House, Chapel Road, Haggardstown.  
 

In addition a draw for a car and money prizes will be launched in February 

2016 to raise the outstanding sum of €50,000.  
 

The Parish Finance Management Committee wishes to acknowledges the gener-

osity and trust to date in the support given by parishioners and friends enabling 

the Church of St Oliver Plunkett to be enriched by its beauty and solemnity for 

all. 
 

Parish Offertory Collection: 19th/20th Dec: €3,964.00 
 

 

Parish Of Haggardstown and Blackrock 
Church of St. Fursey & Church of St. Oliver Plunkett  

Parish Team 
Fr. Padraig Keenan P.P. Parochial House, Chapel Rd, Haggardstown, Dundalk. Tel: (042 9321621) 

Fr. Brian White C.C. Parochial House, Main St, Blackrock, Co. Louth. Tel: (042 9322244)  

                          Rev Dermot Clarke Deacon.   c/o Parochial House, Chapel Rd, Haggardstown, Dundalk.                    

                                              Parish E-mail: handbparish@outlook.com Website: http://www.hbp.ie 

Parish Pastoral Council 
The purpose of the Parish Pastoral Council of Haggardstown and Blackrock is to be a faith group that aims to  

promote the Gospel teachings of Jesus Christ within our parish community. Recognising the diversity of our parish community, we com-

mit to do this by reaching out to all our parishioners in an open and compassionate way.  

The purpose of the Parish Pastoral Council plan and vision is to focus its energies in the following 4 areas:  

1. Reaching Out 2.Community Building 3. Faith Formation 4. Liturgy.  

 

Reflection 
The Holy Family 

Roots and wings. 

There’s the old saying about the family. 

Families give us roots and wings, 

a place of departure 

and a place of return. 

 

And it was like that for Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph. 

 

In the temple 

Jesus realised that his family was bigger 

than his home and extended family, 

that his responsibility was not just 

to his family, but to God. 

 

And isn’t it like that for all of us? 

Children move from being totally dependent  

to finding their own way through life, 

with new relationships, 

growing old enough eventually to make their own  

decisions and moving out to form their own families, 

searching from within the faith handed onto them 

to find a faith that is their own. 

 

We need to look to our roots in different ways at  

different ages and challenges of life. 

 

Our wings, woven in the family, 

take us to new spaces of life, 

and our roots will always nourish us, 

the roots of home and the people of home, 

as fresh to us as the newly ironed shirt, 

as warm as the home baked food, 

as deep as the soil of the land of home. 

 

Jesus found those roots again, 

as he returned home to Mary and Joseph, 

and there grew in wisdom and stature 

and in favour with God and people. 

St. Oliver Plunkett’s Blackrock 
Sat.  26th       6.30p.m.       
 

Sun. 27th          10a.m.      Tom & Rhoda English.  

                     12noon.      Patrick & Marcella Carroll.                                             

  

Mon  28th         10am.       Special Intention. 
 

Tues. 29th        10a.m.       Eva McElroy. 
 
 

Wed. 30th        10a.m.       Kitty Murtagh. 
 
 

Thurs. 31st         10a.m.       Christina & Philip O’Brien. 
 

Fri.  1st            10a.m.        
 

Sat   2nd                     10am.      Antony, Molly & Paddy Lambe  

                                         & Tuite Family 

                          6.30. 
 

Sun. 3rd                  10a.m.      Sam Mulligan. 

                 12 noon.       Padraig Herr. 

                                        MM. Olive Bunyan. 

St. Fursey’s Haggardstown  

Sun  27th      9a.m.       Paddy & Rita Neacy. 

                  11a.m.       John, Nan Carroll & Family. 

                                    MM. Dermot Valentine.   
 

Mon. 28th     9a.m.      Special Intention. 
 

Tues.  29th     9a.m.       Danny Hughes. 
 

Wed. 30th       9a.m.      Nan Duffy & Deceased  

                                   Members of Duffy  

                                   and Coughlan Family. 
 

Thurs. 31st     9a.m.      Declan McEnaney. 
 

Fri. 21st        9a.m.      John, Mary Clarke &  

                                   Clarke Family. 
 

Sat. 2nd             9a.m.      Nicky & Bridget Mackin. 
  

Sun.  3rd       9a.m.      Patsy Woods. 

                  11a.m.    Duggan & Mulrenna Families. 

                                   MM. Marguerita Hurst. 

When submitting notices for the bulletin please include a contact name and telephone number. All notices must be left in by  
Wednesday evening at 6p.m. to be included in the bulletin  

Winter Parish Dues 
The Parish Dues are collected four times a year. We are indebted to the 

work of the dues collectors and the support of parishioners. The Winter 

Dues books are now available for collection in the Sacristy of the 

Churches. A number of areas in our Parish are not being collected or 

have not been collected for some time. We would appreciate the help 

and support of any parishioners who would be willing to give of their 

time in assisting as dues collectors in these areas. If the dues are not  

collected in your area and you wish to contribute you can do so by 

placing an envelope in the collection basket with “Winter Dues”  

written on the outside. Once again we sincerely thank all parishioners 

for their support and generosity. 

Weekly Envelopes 2016 

The new weekly envelopes commencing on 2nd January are in the  

process of being distributed to families within our parish. The weekly 

envelopes contribute towards the maintenance of our churches and  

parish property. Diocesan contributions, parish administration,  

ministries & parish debt. We sincerely thank all who supported the 

envelope & church collection in 2015. We invite particularly those who 

do not already contribute in this way to avail of the weekly envelopes 

in supporting our parish. If you wish to receive a box of envelopes, 

please contact Fr. Padraig or Fr. Brian. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I would like to receive weekly envelopes from the 

Parish of Haggardstown & Blackrock. 

Name:              

Address:   

    

Contact number: 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Beginning Experience: Coping programme for widowed, separated 

and divorced. Commencing on 14th, 21st, 28th Jan & 4th Feb 2016 

from 8pm.-10pm. For inquiries and registration Tel the Pastoral Centre 

042-9336393 
 

Bereavement Support  One to one Bereavement Support.  

Confidentiality assured. Appointment not needed. Thurs mornings 

(10.30a.m.—12.30p.m) 

Venue: Armagh Diocesan Pastoral Centre, The Magnet, Dundalk.  

Tel. 9336393 
 

Parish 2016 Calendars: Available at the entrance to the Church. 

Requiescant In Peace:  Abbie Sheils, Dublin. Austin Lowth, Greenore. 

                                       
Anniversaries and Memoriam Masses 

Sunday Mass Times: 

St.Oliver Plunkett’s,  

Blackrock: 

Saturday Vigil: 6:30pm 

Sunday:10am & 12 noon 

St. Fursey’s, Haggardstown: 

Sunday:9am & 11am  

Weekday Masses:  

St.Oliver Plunkett, Blackrock : 

Mon-Sat:10am 

St. Fursey’s, Haggardstown: 

Mon-Sat:9am 

[Av. Masses may be offered at any Mass. 

Months Mind Masses can be booked for 

Sundays at 11am in  

St. Fursey's Church or 12 noon in  

St. Oliver Plunkett`s Church. In case of an 

Anniversary booked the Mass will be 

shared]  
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Each Friday after 10.00a.m. Mass in St. 

Oliver Plunkett Church.  
 

Benediction of the Blessed  

Sacrament: Every Friday at 6pm in St. 

Oliver Plunkett Church. 
 

Novena Prayers  

in honour of Our Lady of the   

Miraculous Medal are said at  

morning Masses each Monday. 
 

Adoration of the  

Blessed Sacrament   

Every Tuesday in St. Fursey’s Church, 

from 6pm until 7pm and on Friday in St. 

Oliver Plunkett’s Church from 10am until 

6pm.    
 

Baptisms: 
 

Tommy Patrick Lennon 

Lola Ester Jane McMullan 

Katie Ann Muckian 
 

Baptisms: 

1st and 4th Saturday of each month in St. 

Fursey’s at 5pm and the 2nd and 3rd Satur-

day of each month in St. Oliver Plunkett’s 

at 5pm. Registration for Baptism may be 

given to either priest with a minimum of 

two weeks notice. 
 

Confession  
 

Every Saturday at 6pm in St. Oliver 

Plunkett Church. 
 

Marriage:  

At least three months notice must be given 

to the Priests of the Parish.  





 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


