
 

The First Sunday of Lent: A Lenten journey brings us into the wilderness of our own lives; 

there we can meet Jesus who spent some time there too. 

Prayer. 
A journey can be well mapped or only maybe partly mapped. 

In everyone’s life there are surprising times, 

disturbing times, very painful times. 
We search for truth, meaning, we long for love, 

and we want to be complete. 

We have our ‘wilderness’ moments, when we feel lost. 

And it is then that the hand of God reaches out, 

for he knew himself what it was to be lost. 

Lord, be with me in my times of trouble, 

a hand that comforts and consoles 

and guides us to the fullness of life. 

Mass Times during the Season of Lent: 

St. Fursey’s: 9a.m. and  7p.m. Mon– Fri. 

St. Oliver Plunkett: 10a.m.  

Sacrament of Confirmation: Ceremony of Light will be celebrated in St. Fursey’s 

Church, Haggardstown on Wed 21st Feb at 7.30p.m. 
 

Journeying through Lent with the Word of God: Beginning on Tues 20th Feb and for 

the following 3 Tues nights our Parish will be holding scripture reflections based on the 

following Sunday Lenten Gospel. A chance to reflect on how the life of Jesus and his 

Words can speak to me and my life and a great way to prepare spiritually for Holy Week 

and Easter. Venue is the Legion of Mary Hall, Sandy Lane at 7.30pm. All welcome. 
 

Parish Offertory Collection 10th/11th/ Feb: €4,038.00 

Parish Of Haggardstown and Blackrock 
Church of St. Fursey & Church of St. Oliver Plunkett  

Parish Team 
Fr. Padraig Keenan P.P. Parochial House, Chapel Rd, Haggardstown, Dundalk. Tel: (042 9321621) 

Fr. Brian White C.C. Parochial House, Main St, Blackrock, Co. Louth. Tel: (042 9322244)  

                          Rev Dermot Clarke Deacon.   c/o Parochial House, Chapel Rd, Haggardstown, Dundalk.                    

                                              Parish E-mail: handbparish@outlook.com Website: http://www.hbp.ie 

Parish Pastoral Council 
The purpose of the Parish Pastoral Council of Haggardstown and Blackrock is to be a faith group that aims to  

promote the Gospel teachings of Jesus Christ within our parish community. Recognising the diversity of our parish community, we  

commit to do this by reaching out in an open and compassionate way.  

The purpose of the Parish Pastoral Council plan and vision is to focus its energies on the following areas:  

1. Reaching Out, Community Building. 2. Faith Formation. 3. Liturgy.  

Anniversaries and Memoriam Masses 

St. Fursey’s Haggardstown  
Sun. 18th                      9a.m.              Owen & Nancy Darcy. 
 

                           11a.m.              Alex Fennell. 
 

Mon. 19th             9a.m.              Joe & Margaret Sands. 

                                                   7p.m. 
 

Tues. 20th                    9a.m.   

                             7p.m.             
 

Wed. 21st                     9a.m.              

                                           7p.m. 
 

Thurs. 22nd                9a.m.                 

                               7p.m.   
 

Fri. 23rd               9a.m.              

                            7p.m.              Kathleen & Joe Thornton & 

                                                   Deceased Family Members. 
 

Sat. 24th                        9a.m.              
 

Sun.  25th              9a.m.             Mary & Henry McPeake.  
 

                           11a.m.             Tom & Sheila Walsh. 

When submitting notices for the bulletin please include a contact name and telephone number. All notices must be left in by  

Wednesday evening at 6p.m. to be included in the bulletin  

                                       

                                                                              

Sunday Mass Times: 

St.Oliver Plunkett’s,  

Blackrock: 

Saturday Vigil: 6:30pm 

Sunday:10am & 12 noon 

St. Fursey’s, Haggardstown: 

Sunday:9am & 11am  

Weekday Masses:  

St.Oliver Plunkett, Blackrock : 

Mon-Sat:10am 

St. Fursey’s, Haggardstown: 
Mon-Sat:9am 

[Av. Masses may be offered at any Mass. 

Months Mind Masses can be booked for 

Sundays at 11am in  

St. Fursey's Church or 12 noon in  

St. Oliver Plunkett`s Church. In case of an 

Anniversary booked the Mass  

will be shared 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Each Friday after 10.00a.m. Mass in St. 

Oliver Plunkett Church.  
 

Benediction of  

the Blessed Sacrament:  

Every Friday at 6pm in  

St. Oliver Plunkett Church. 
 

Novena Prayers  

in honour of Our Lady of the   

Miraculous Medal are said at  

morning Masses each Monday. 
 

Adoration of the  

Blessed Sacrament   

Every Tuesday in St. Fursey’s Church, from 

6pm until 7pm and on Friday in St. Oliver 

Plunkett’s Church from 10am until 6pm. 
 

Baptisms: 

Fionn Oliver Ferguson 

Kristina Sofia Maguire 

Joseph Niall McGahon 
 

Baptisms: 

Baptisms will be celebrated on the 1st and 4th 

Saturday of each month in St. Fursey’s 

Church at 5pm. On the 2nd and 3rd Saturday 

of each month in St. Oliver Plunkett Church 

at 5pm. Registration for Baptism must be 

given to either priest with a minimum of 

three weeks notice. All parents are  

encouraged to attend arranged Pre Baptismal 

Course. 

Confession  

Every Saturday at 6pm in  

St. Oliver Plunkett Church. 

Marriage:  

At least three months notice must be given to 

the Priests of the Parish.  

                             St. Oliver Plunkett’s Blackrock 
Sat. 17th                   6.30p.m.               Patsy, Maureen & Pat Hughes.  

                                                             M..M. P.J. McQuillan. 

 

Sun.  18th                     10a.m.              Valerie Reenan. 
 

                                12 noon.               Ben Daly. 
 

Mon.  19th                   10a.m.               
 

Tues.   20th                  10a.m.                 
   

Wed.   21st                 10a.m.                Dr. Patrick & Teresa Kiernan. 
 

Thurs. 22nd                 10a.m.               
 

Fri.   23rd                     10a.m.                

                                                              

Sat.  24th                      10a.m.              Brigid & William English.  

                                6.30p.m.               Jack & Ethel Davidson. 
 

Sun.  25th                     10a.m.              Rosa Lysaght. 

                                12 noon.               John Logan.  

Spring Parish Dues 
The Parish Dues are collected four times a year. We are  

indebted to the work of the dues collectors and the support of 

parishioners. The Spring Dues books are now available for 

collection in the Sacristy of the Churches. A number of areas 

in our Parish are not being collected or have not been  

collected for some time. We would appreciate the help and 

support of any parishioners who would be willing to give of 

their time in assisting as dues collectors in these areas. If the 

dues are not collected in your area and you wish to contribute 

you can do so by placing an envelope in the collection bas-

ket . “Spring Dues” envelopes at entrance to the Church. Once 

again we sincerely thank all parishioners for their support and 

generosity. 

Coping with Alzheimer’s Disease: “The Birches” at  

Rathabbey will be holding a 6 week programme of education 

and training to support family carers of people with  

Alzheimer’s and other dementias. Starting on Wed Feb 28th,  

Continuing on Mar 7/14/21/28 and Apr 4th from  

7pm.-9.30pm.. For details Tel Olive Joyce 042-9351388. 
 

Mindfulness & Wellbeing Classes:  Starting Thurs 22nd Feb 

in the Legion of Mary Hall. For details Tel Mary Richardson 

087-9296688. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation & Holy Communion. 

Do This in Memory Programme. 

St. Oliver Plunkett N.S. Sun. 25th Feb. 10a.m. 

St. Fursey’s N.S. Sun 25th Feb. 11a.m. 

St. Francis N.S. Sun 4th Mar. 10a.m. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
St. Oliver Plunkett N.S.  Tues. 13th Mar. 7.30p.m. 

St. Fursey’s N.S. Wed. 14th Mar. 7.30p.m.  

St. Francis N.S. Thurs. 15th Mar. 7.30p.m. 
 

World Meeting of Families 

‘The family is the greatest treasure of any country. Let us 

all work to protect and strengthen this, the cornerstone of 

society.’ (Pope Francis) 

Pope Francis personally chose Dublin, to host the world 

Meeting of Families from 22nd-26th Aug 2018. Planning for 

this great national and international celebration of faith is at 

an advanced stage. A dedicated office and support team has 

been established and they are working hard to bring to life 

the different elements of the WMOF 2018 which include 

(1) A National Opening in each diocese. (2) A Pastoral 

Congress from 22nd-24th Aug. (3) The Festival of Families 

on 25th Aug. (4) The Closing Mass on Sun 26th Aug. The 

WMOF 2018 has also rolled out the ‘Amoris: Let’s Talk 

Family! Let’s be Family’ programme which is a conversa-

tion about the family with an emphasis on Pope Francis’ 

teaching and reflections. The World Meeting of Families 

promises to be an occasion that will reflect on the faith  

experience of families from many parts of the world as 

well as on the challenges and celebrations which  

characterise the ups and downs of day-to-day family life. 

Hosting this national and international event requires an 

enormous amount of planning and funding. In this regard 

the national collection will be held on the weekend of  

24th-25th Feb 2018. 

The first collection at all Masses next weekend within our 

parish, will be in support of the World Meeting of Families 

2018. 
 

 

Rally to “Save the 8th” a massive pro-life rally will be held in 

Dublin on Mar 10
th

 2018. Join thousands from across Ireland 

in support of the 8th Amendment of the Irish Constitution that 

protects unborn babies and their mothers. 

Requiescant in Peace:   

Season of Lent 

The season of Lent is a time of renewal in our lives through prayer, fasting and alms giv-

ing. 

The following are suggested as ways of fulfilling Lent. 

 Making a special effort at involvement in family prayer. 

 Making a special effort to attend Mass. 

 Visiting the Blessed Sacrament. 

 Making the Stations of the Cross. 

 Fasting from all food for a longer period than usual and perhaps giving what is 

saved to the needy. 

 Abstaining from meat or some other food. 

 Abstaining from alcoholic drink or smoking. 

 Helping the poor, sick, old or lonely. 

 Helping the poor, sick, old or lonely. 

Trócaire Lenten Campaign 

Kumba Koroma is the little girl featured on our Trócaire box. In August last year, a  

devastating landslide struck her village. It took only four minutes to destroy Kumba’s 

community, Matome, and only 1 in 5 of those who lived in the path of the landslide sur-

vived. As you can imagine, this tragedy deeply affected those left behind. Cecilia Sesay is 

a community worker supported by Trócaire. She is helping the people, and in particular 

the children of Matome to come to terms with their grief and profound loss. 

”Most of the children are quiet and withdrawn. Many cannot sleep or they have 

nightmares. Flashbacks are common amongst survivors. They cry a lot.”  

(Cecilia Sesay) 

Please support the Trócaire Lenten Campaign by taking a Trócaire Box in the Church. 

Parish Debt: The loan due to the Archdiocese of Armagh of 

€1,356,490 is a result of work to St. Fursey’s Church,  

Haggardstown undertaken in 2007-2008. 

Land of Saints and Scholars: is a book on the story of 

the Catholic Church in Ireland and is aimed primarily at 

young readers. The table of contents commence with the 

coming of Christianity and concluding with an appendix, 

The Church Today.  

The author is Dr. Ciaran O’Murchadha a well known 

Irish historian and a professional educator. He is  

passionate about the learning needs of young people and 

is vastly experienced in addressing them. 

The Parish has been allocated 100 books to promote and 

sell. We encourage families to purchase a book at €10 

from the Sacristy of our Churches. 





   

                                                                                                          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


